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Faculty association calls for vote 


By ALEX SLAVAS 
news@statehornet.com - 


The California Faculty Association plans to 
hold a vote later this semester on whether a strike 
should be held if a contract agreement cannot 
be settled with the California State University 
system. 

The strike vote will be held between April 16 
and April 27 on all state university campuses. If 
faculty vote results indicate majority support for 
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the strike, the CFA’s board of directors will move 
forward in planning the strike. 

For 18 months, the CFA and the CSU system 
have been trying to negotiate a fair new contract 
-a process still in progress. 

CSU spokesperson Erik Fallis said he feels it 
is too early in the process to be planning such 
actions. 

“Tt is really disappointing that the union would 
start doing things like scheduling strike votes,’ 
Fallis said. 
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Above: A student chants through a 
megaphone at Monday’s protest march. 
Left: Gage Kerrigan, graduate of Colom- 
bia Community College, holds his sign 
up outside the State Capitol. Below: 
Students rally to oppose tuition hikes. 





By CAMILLE ANGLO AND 
ALYSSA SANGUINETTI 
news@statehornet.com 


Among sounds of beating bongos and 
thunderous didgeridoos, students from across 
California rallied and chanted “What can Brown 
do for us? Fund our future!” at the State Capitol 
for the March in’ March. 

Approximately 10,600 students and faculty 
from California State Universities, Universities 
of California and community colleges marched 
from Southside Park in downtown Sacramento 
to the Capitol to protect higher education. Some 
of the speakers at the rally included student 
senator from UC Berkeley Sydney Fang, Speaker 
of the Assembly John Perez, Sen. Darrell Stein- 
berg and Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom. 

Newsom said in his speech the cost of higher 
education is growing at an unsustainable rate, 
so students have to work hard to keep quality 
education in California. 

“Tt is incumbent upon us every day to wake 
up and ask ourselves, ‘What world are we living 
in?” Newsom said. “We have to reinvest, we 
have got to reinvigorate education in the state of 
California” 

Governmental Relations Chair George Escutia, 
Jr. said the rally’s theme was funding the future 
of students and making college affordable. 

“We want California to renew its promise for 
higher education; Escutia Jr. said. “To roll back 
the cuts, to reinvest in higher education and to 
insure the promise of accessibility to education 
is kept?” 

Aside from its theme of lowering tuition, the 
rally also promoted Perez’s Middle Class Scholar- 
ship and Steinberg’s Open Source Textbook Act. 

“We have to compete; we have to fight to 
protect Cal Grant for everyone in California,’ 
Perez said in his speech. “For the middle-class 


Fallis said he feels the decision to hold a strike 
vote is premature because the outcome of the 
process is still indefinite. 

“Even if they did authorize a vote, they can't 
legally strike until we get to the end of successor 
contract,” Fallis said. “For them to say we're going 
to schedule votes now before the process is over is 
premature (and) doesn't show that they are trying 
to work toward an agreement.” 

The negotiation process is composed of several 
stages. If the two sides cannot settle on an agree- 


families who are getting priced out, we need a 
solution and that’s why I propose the Middle 
Class Scholarship” 

If passed, the scholarship should reduce fees at 
UCs by $8,200 a year, CSUs by $4,000 a year and 
will send $150 million to California community 
colleges. The Open Source Textbook Act would ' 
also lower the cost of educational materials for 
students. 

“We're also supportive of Senator Steinberg’s 
Open Source Textbook Act, which would pro- 
duce 50 of the widely used textbooks for free on 
a digital domain so students can use it,’ Escutia 
said. “If you wanted to print it, it would be $25 
and it would make textbook publishers donate 
three copies of every textbook for college librar- 
ies. 

San Francisco State University photography 
student Joshua Ian said the issues happening 
now will affect the future of California students. 

“Tt’s not just our generation that’s going to 
suffer; Ian said. “It’s generations coming after us 
and it’s all layering up” 

When he is not making political statements, 
Jan is working with protest groups in Los An- 
geles, Pasadena City College, Los Angeles City 
College, UCLA and San Francisco State. 

“T think (protests on higher education) have 
just been getting bigger and bigger and people 
are really getting involved; Ian said. “People that 
I saw that weren't as willing before have dropped 
everything they're doing and hopped out there.” 

Fang said in her speech there is a diverse spec- 
trum of students who have been affected by the 
towering costs of education. 

“Budget cuts and fee increases have made it 
harder and harder for low-income students of 
color to pursue higher education,’ Fang said. 
“Regardless of our background, we all have been 


see Protest| page A6 


on strike 


ment during the bargaining process, an impasse is 
certified by the state and a mediator is appointed. 
Fact-finding and final impasse take place after 

the appointment. If one side is still in opposition, 
concerted action can then occur. 

Fallis said the CSU is in the process of media- 
tion — a stage where a third-party works with 
both sides in an attempt to reach an agreement. 

Kevin Wehr, Sacramento State's CFA chapter 
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Q & A|DO STUDENTS THINK SAC STATE’S FACULTY SHOULD STRIKE? 





Navish Reddy 
sophomore civil 
engineering major 


“| think so, but at the 
same time what does 
that mean for us? We 
need to go to class and 
without them, we get no 
education. However, if | 
were a professor, | would 


strike for my salary.’ 





Tom Alexsen 
junior criminal 
justice major 


“| think most teachers 
can turn to teaching 
from online if they were 
to strike. But | would 
strike if | were a profes- 
sor here. Students care 
a lot about their profes- 
sors, but unfortunately 
we don't pay them and 
the school does.’ 





Margarita Escutia 
sophomore criminal 
justice major 


“I think they should. | 
mean, as long as it’s ef- 
fective and doesn’t mess 
up our education. It's for 
a good cause and will get 
statewide attention.” 


ReportinG By Russet Preston 
Puoros sy Roxana Cuavez State Hornet 
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Sac State’s weekly news briefs and campus events 





State Hornet alumna dies 
after battle with cancer 
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Sacramento State alumna and former State 
Hornet photographer Becky Bell died on Satur- 
day after a nine-month battle with ovarian 
cancer. She was 22 years old. 

Bell graduated from Rio Americano High 
School in Sacramento and majored in photog- 
raphy at Sac State. 

Robin Bell-Wohlgemuth, Bell’s sister, wrote 
in an online journal on CaringBridge.org for 
nine months updating the status of her sister’s 
fight with cancer. 

Bell-Wohlgemuth said Bell had spent the 
last week in the comfort of home close to her 
friends and family. 

“Becky passed away very peacefully, which 
has provided her family with much comfort 


Upcoming campus events 





STEM lecture on campus 


“Neonatal Stem Cells: A window 
to perinatal health and resource 
for regenerative medicine” will be 
presented Tuesday at 6 p.m. in the 
Union Ballroom. 


‘Professions of Art’ series 


Liv Moe, director of Verge Center 
for the Arts, will be lecturing on 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in Kadema Hall 
Room 145. 


Win a Contiki to Europe 


throughout this very challenging time,’ Bell- 
Wohlgemuth wrote on the journal. 

A service for Bell will be held on Saturday at 
2 p.m, at Forest Lawn Memorial in Sacramento 
and anyone who knew or loved Bell or a mem- 
ber of her family is welcome to attend. 

For more information on Bell's journey or 
details for the service, please visit http://www. 
caringbridge.org/visit/beckybell/journal. 


State Hornet places fifth in 
national competition 


The 28th Annual Associated Collegiate Press 
National College Journalism Convention 
awarded Sacramento State's student-run news- 
paper, The State Hornet, fifth place in best of 
show for a four-year weekly newspaper, as well 
as fifth best large-school publication website in 
Seattle on Sunday. 

With roughly 130 colleges of all sizes in at- 
tendance, the weekend held several workshops 
and seminars on all aspects of college journal- 
ism. 

The convention judged seven “Best of Show” 
categories: four-year daily newspaper, four- 
year weekly newspaper, four-year non-weekly 
newspaper, two-year college newspaper, small 
school publication website, large school 
publication website and the best multimedia 
package. 

The next ACP national media conference will 
be held in Chicago on Oct. 31 through Nov. 4. 


Corrections 


In last week's article, “CSU unveils 
Web textbook program,” students can 
print 150 per of the digital 
textbooks available. 


In week five's issue, a sports article's 

title should have read “Freshman 

point guard has chance to set Sac 
State assist record.” 


Accuracy is a fundamental aspect of 
journalism. It is a policy of The State 
Hornet to promptly acknowledge er- 
rors. Contact print managing editor 
Marshall Hampson if there are errors 
by calling 916-278-7300 or by email- 

ing print@statehornet.com. 


and see the world differently. 


Enter at Contiki.com/amazing 
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An accident occurred Thursday night near Sacramento State’s campus. Sacramento Police arrived on the scene to find an 
overturned car (above) at the Villas at La Riviera Apartment complex. Officer Matthew Hoffman said the driver appeared to 
have fled and there were no reported injuries. Police said the driver was suspected to be under the influence of alcohol. 
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Recent impaction in three majors alters admissions 


By CAMILLE ANGLO 
news@statehornet.com 


Students should expect extra 
requirements when applying 
to one of the three impacted 
areas of study for fall 2012 at 
Sacramento State. 

The Department of Psycholo- 
gy, Division of Criminal Justice 
and health science program 
now have impaction status. 
Those programs join the school 
of nursing, the College of Busi- 
ness Administration and two 
programs in the Department of " 


Design at Sac State. 

For fall 2012, an application 
process for students is required 
to enter impacted programs, 
said Fred Baldini, dean of 
health and human services said. 

“Tn addition to the normal 
requirements students must 
meet to be admitted to Sac 
State, students interested in 
these impacted programs must 
meet additional requirements,’ 
Baldini said. “They might 
include a minimum GPA, com- 
pleted prerequisite or pre-major 
courses and minimum grades 


in these courses.” 

Although a number of 
courses and a minimum GPA 
are needed, not all qualifica- 
tions are similar. Requirements 
such an overall GPA of 2.6 or 
higher, a completion of 45 units 
or more and four required 
lower division courses are now 
needed to enter the Division 
of Criminal Justice. The health 
science program now requires 
a GPA of 2.0 or higher and 
six necessary lower division 
courses. 

Baldini said in order to keep 


up with the standards of the 
majors, it is now necessary to 
regulate the number of students 
in the programs. 

“To maintain the quality of — 
these programs, the ability to 
control the number of stu- 
dents entering the programs is 
needed,” Baldini said. 

John Forrest, the chair of 
the department of design, said 
when the number of students 
in the major is too high for the 
amount of classes they offer, im- 
paction helps create a balance. 

“I think almost every case on 


campus when youre looking at 
program level impaction, it is 
usually when demand outstrips 
your ability to offer the cur- 
riculum and have the student 
graduate in a timely manner,’ 
Forrest said. 

Before declaring impaction 
status in 2004, the Department 
of Design had trouble fulfilling 
supply and demand when it 
came to taking care of what de- 
sign students needed to do their 
course work, Forrest said. 

“We had upwards to 500 or 


600 majors and at the time, two _ 


full-time faculty members. It 
prohibited people from gradu- 
ating in a timely manner,’ For- 
rest said. “It was just too high of 
a demand” 

Forrest said regulating the 
amount of students in the 
program allows them to get 
the upper division classes they 
need to finish the course work 
sooner. 

“Once we were declared 
impacted, that allowed'us to ~ 
apply supplemental criteria 


_. see Courses| page AG 





Sac State’s library expands collection |Thailand recruits 


By ALyssa SANGUINETTI 
news@statehornet.com 


The Tsakopoulos Hellenic 
Collection in the Sacramento 
State Library recently an- 
nounced it has acquired as 
a gift, the Hellenic library of 
Steve Demakopoulos. It joins 
the library of Pyrrhus Ruches 
and more than 75,000 volumes 
of materials focused on Greek 
culture. 

The Ruches library was 
donated to Sac-State in summer 
2009 and contains a range of 
materials on Greek culture. The 
collection acquired the Hellenic 
library of Demakopoulos last 
May; who collected mainly in 
the areas of Greek language, 
folklore, history, literature and 
music. His library contains 
different kinds of dictionar- 
ies, glossaries, grammars and 


’ specialized linguistic works per- - 


taining to the Greek language. 

“Demakopoulos’ collection 
was probably the strongest col- 
lection on thé Greek language 
in private hands before we 
acquired it,’ said curator George 
Paganelis. “When you add that 
to our existing holdings on the 
Greek language, we now have 
one of the top two or three col- 
lections on the Greek language 
in the United States” 

The collection opened on 
Sept. 2, 2003 at Sac State and 
consists of a book collection, 
journal holdings, electronic re- 
sources, non-print media mate- 
rials, archives, art and artifacts 
all relating to Hellenism. 

“In the United States, there 
were strong library collec- 
tions that deal with ancient 


Greece. But once you came 
chronologically to the period 
after that, that number was 
literally a handful? Paganelis 
said. “Because most of those 
libraries were clustered in the 
eastern U.S., the idea was to 
create something in the west 
that would focus on Hellenism 
broadly, ancient to modern.” 

‘The new acquisitions add 
onto a structure already a part 
of the collection, but badly 
needed these works to fill those 
huge spaces, said Speros Vryo- 
nis, retired scholar of Byzantine 
and Ottoman studies. 

The Hellenic Collection was 
part of the former Speros Basil 
Vryonis Center for the Study of 
Hellenism, which was initially 
established in Los Angeles in 
1985 by Vryonis. In 1989, the 
Center moved to Rancho Cor- 
dova, where it developed the 
collection until it closed in 2000 
and its library was donated to 
Sac State in 2002. 

“By making it part of an aca- 
demic library, one of the main 
benefits was the increase in ac- 
cess,’ Paganelis said. “Now that 
it's part of a public academic 
institution it’s available to all 
students, faculty, staff, the com- 
munity and remotely through 
interlibrary loan? 

The majority of the collection 
is located on the third floor of 
the University Library and is 
available during the same hours 
as the main library. Next to 
the main collection room is a 
reference room and a multipur- 
pose room dedicated to retired 
California State Sen. Nicholas 
Petris. 

Part of the gift agreement 
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of bringing the collection here 
provided was it-would have its 
own space - rather than be in- 
terspersed in the general stacks 
- in order to facilitate browsing, 
Paganelis said. 

“The collection is important 
because it can support high-lev- 
el research on a span of Greek 
history, from the Byzantine Em- 
pire to contemporary Greece, 
that other libraries in this part 
of the country can't,’ Pagan- 
elis said. “It's a very extensive 
research collection, a material 
testament documenting the 
importance of Greek history 
and culture at a time of largely 
negative media attention.” 

Paganelis said undergraduate 
students have been the primary 
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Sundarung Taing, senior biology major, searches for a 
book he needs in Sac State’s Hellenic Collection. 


users of the collection, but in 
2011 it received funding from 
the Elios Society to inaugurate a 
three-year Library Research 

Fellowship Program for 
researchers anywhere in the 
world at the doctoral through 
senior scholar levels to come to 
Sac State to use the collection. 

“This collection contains 
more than 15 languages, but for 
the most part undergraduate 
students are using English lan- 
guage materials,’ Paganelis said. 
“When youre talking about 
scholars and researchers from 
around the world coming here, 
they can really sink their teeth 
into the heart of the collection 
and its breadth of language 
materials.” 
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By ELISHA ANGRISANI 
news@statehornet.com 


The Chitralada Royal Palace 
School is recruiting Sacra- 
mento State students for an 
opportunity to teach English 
for one year in Thailand. 

The program was started 
by communication studies 
professor ‘Thomas Knutson 
in 2006 and continues to pick 
applicants each year to teach 
in Thailand at the Chitralada 
Royal Palace in Bangkok. 

Knutson returned this 
month from his 51st trip 
to Thailand and said it is a_ 
remarkable experience. 

“Thai people are so hospi- 
table and accommodating,’ 
Knutson said. 

The school year will start 
on May 22 and ends in March 
of next year. Student teach- 


Health 
Specialists 


916.451.0621 


1750 Wright Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95825 





“FREE Reproductive Health Care for Students! 


pregnancy tests, birth control, HIV testing, annual exams ‘ 
emergency contraception, STI testing/treatment, 
__breast and cervical cancer screenings and much more! 





UPSCALE SALON SERVICES AT AFFORDABLE RATES! 


. i student teachers 


ers will be instructing K-12 
students and working 14 to 16 
hours a week. Students are pro- 
vided with round-trip airfare, 
single-living arrangements, a 
monthly salary of about $750 
and transportation to work and 
lunch while working. 

‘The Chitralada Royal Palace 
School is within royal residenc- 
es in Bangkok. The school was 
founded by the monarch HM 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej and 
has built a reputation for being 
the most prestigious school in 
Thailand. The students speak 
both English and Thai, so being 
fluent in Thai is not necessary. 

‘The palace started out to 
educate the personnel’s children 
and expanded to include other 
people. 

“I went as a first-year student 


see Program| page A4 
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Conversation weaned helps foreign students adapt 


By Mari Det ANGEL 
news@statehornet.com 


English Language Institute 
students meet for the “Conver- 
sation Hour” at Sacramento 
State every Thursday to practice 
what they learn in classes. 

‘The conversation group 
started in the fall of 2008. It 
takes place every Thursday 
from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The 
English Language Institute has 
five eight-week sessions per 
year and the conversation group 
usually meets for six or seven 
weeks during each session. 

The classes are taught in Del 
Norte Hall by English pro- 
fessors to students of other 
languages. Instructors focus on 
grammar, composition, reading, 
vocabulary, listening, speaking 
pronunciation and speech. 

It prepares them for the test of 
English as a Foreign Language, 
which is required to enroll in an 
American university. 

Paulo Pinto, director of the 
International Programs at Sac 
State, said 242 English Lan- 
guage Institute students are 
enrolled and more than half 
attend the conversation group. 
He said the conversation hour 
is an additional opportunity for 
the students to mingle and to 
get integrated onto campus. 

“The conversation group truly 
embodies the international 


spirit of our open-minded and 
multi-faceted campus where 
different voices find a common 
ground to discuss ideas and 
revel in the languages,’ Pinto 
said. 

English Language Institute 
professor Julian Elias had the 
idea of putting it together 
because some of his students 
said they wanted to meet people 
and use English outside of their 
classes. Helping Elias are facili- 
tators Karla Estrada, Jonathan 
Elliot and other volunteers. 

“T have to say, I'm really 
thankful for Karla, Jonathan 
and other volunteers because 
they aren't only helping ELI stu- 
dents with English, they're help- 
ing them to enjoy their time at 
Sac State and to have experi- 
ences here that I’m sure they’ Il 
remember for many years,’ 

Elias said. “Some students 
might forget what they learned 
in grammar class, but they 
wont easily forget the fun they 
had outside of their classes” 

Every Thursday is a new 
theme teaching the students 
about American culture, but 
also during this time students 
take the opportunity to make 
new friends and learn about 
each others’ culture. 

Estrada said students have a 
more positive attitude after each 
conversation hour and they do 
not feel as isolated as they. do at 


42 
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Students huddle close together to hear their group’s American culture conversations in Sac State’s Fireplace Lounge. 


the beginning of each session. 

“I was myself an international 
student so I know firsthand 
what it feels like not under- 
standing the language and not 
knowing anybody, so this is 
why I enjoy volunteering,” Es- 
trada said. “It goes beyond the 
hour we meet in other places, 
we become friends.” 

Mohamed Elfghi of Libya has 
been a student of the English 
Language Institute for two 
years. He has a master’s degree 
in hydrology and his goal is to 


enter an American university. 

“I have attend the conversa- 
tion hour since I been here 
because you not only. meet new 
people and learn about their 
cultures, but because it has help 
me with my pronunciation,’ 
Elfghi said. “T still miss every- 
thing from home especially my 
family and friends.” 

Alumnus Kevin Mackey, 
administrative support coor- 
dinator for the Department of 
Kinesiology and Health Science 
on campus, said he enjoys 


helping the students during the 
conversation hour. 

“As a student, Sac State was 
a huge benefit to me because 
everyone helped me out. Asa 
staff, I want to give back to our 
current students,’ Mackey said. 

Rayan Alrehaili of Saudi 
Arabia has only been in the 
program for two months and 
he already has picked up more 
than the English language dur- 
ing the conversation hour. 

“Sometimes I get in trouble 
during the conversation hour, 
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because we are only suppose 

to speak English, but I want to 
learn five languages so I make 
friends from different countries 
to pick up their language,” Alre- 
haili said. “T still remember the 
first time I ordered a chicken 
sandwich; I do not like cheeses 
so I told the clerk that I did not 
want chicken. Instead of saying 
cheese, she asked if I was sure 
and I kept saying yes I do not 
like chicken, but when IJ real- 
ized it I told her that I do not 
want cheese.” 


Program: Abroad teaching opportunity open for applicants 


Continued | page A3 


at Sac State and it was tough be-’ 
cause I’m not really a teacher? 
said Dwight Turner, commu- 
nication studies graduate from 
Sac State. 

Turner has been living in 
Thailand for three and half 
years, where he helps run 
a charity project called “In 
Search of Sanuk” and also is a 
co-founder of a major Thailand 
food blog. 

Turner said he has a lot 
invested in’Thailand now and ~ 
he would like to'stay as long as 


he can. He said he is 70 to 80 
percent fluent in Thai and that 
he has more friends there than 
back in America. 

Through this program Turner 
was able to experience being 
abroad without having to pay 
the price for it. He said he was 
able to work and even make 
a little money to live and re- 
ally learn more about the Thai 
culture. 

“The program is great because 
your flight is reimbursed and 


* the tfip is paidfor?! Turner said. 


Being in thefirstibatch of stu- 


dents to go to Thailand to teach 
Turner was able to give some 
advice to future applicants who 
are thinking about applying. 

“Be prepared and know as 
much as you can about the 
culture; Turner said. 


Knutson and Turner said they 


both agree the people are very 
hospitable and one can learn so 
much from their culture. 

“In their culture the value of 
social harmony is so great and 
you learn so much from them, 


Knutson said. ?The opportunity 


to go to Thailand and teach is 


a remarkable one and the stu- 
dents have really built a strong 
bridge between Sacramento and 
Bangkok. Royalty knows about 
Sac State” 

Simone Guazelli, gradu- 
ate student said the program 
encouraged her to think about 
teaching overseas. 

“T felt like this program 
opened up a doorway to the 
world and the opportunities 
that lie within, hence my new 
zeal for travel and the possibil- 
ity of teaching abroad again; 
Guazelli said. 


The application deadline is March 23. 
One person has applied, but there have 
been about 30 inquiries. The preference 
is for communication studies or English 
and graduate students with a TESOL or | 
English education emphasis. This is not 

required though, and Knutson said he 

welcomes all applicants. 


For interested applicants, professor Knutson can 
be contacted at (916) 929-7651 or by email on 
cain. ¢o.thomasknutseu@comcastinet.niov « 
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Is the money students spend on concerts 
hosted by UNIQUE worth it? 


Samantha Moreno gives her opinion at 
statehornet.com 
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March marks a statewide 
student protest at the Capitol 
building in Sacramento. While 
expressing First Amendment 
rights is valuable, commend- 
able and to be supported, it 
won’t simply be enough to 
influence policy change by 
marching once a year. 

Approximately 10,000 
students flooded the Capitol on 
Monday to exercise their First 
Amendment rights and oppose 
financial policies. These poli- 
cies, if passed on the Novem- 
ber ballot, could affect students 
statewide. 

“Tt’s important that we 
have our rights to free speech, 
have our voices and opinions 
heard,” said Maritime Acad- 
emy, junior global studies and 
maritime affairs major Devon 
Coyl. “Messages are heard 
through speech. I’m all for 
protest and we did a good job 
presenting the message at the 
march.” 

Exercising First Amendment 
rights is a practice all students, 
not just those in higher educa- 
tion, should support. Unfor- 
tunately, protesting may no 
longer be enough to spark the 
drastic change student’s desire. 

“A campus is like a micro- 
cosm. It’s a community and (as 
students,) it’s where we spend 
a majority of our time, so when 
issues come up they do need 
to be dealt with. People need 
to be people-sensitive, so it’s 
important to voice issues.and 
concerns, ’.said. University. of. 
San Francisco sophomore Eng- 
lish and finance major Devon 
Washick. \ 

The students of California 
higher education clearly \have 
issues with the way policies 
and tax increases are bein 
handled concerning Caater 
but marching once a year will 
not be enough to make the 
changes so desperately sought 
after. 

Students need to speak out 
on a daily basis and not just 
amongst themselves. While 
it’s good to rally and converse 
amongst other students, it’s 
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STUDENT MARCH WON’T 
PRODUCE CHANGE ALONE 


also important to inform oth- 
ers. 

Talk to neighbors, lobby 
local government, write to 
congressmen and most impor- 
tantly, vote. Getting involved 
or even becoming actively 
informed and following state 
news can make a difference. 

Speaking to student govern- 
ments on campus, to ensure 
those representing the student 
voice are addressing all of the 
concerns and issues when they 
represent the student body are 
some actions students can take 
to ensure more is done to fur- 
ther interest in the issues they 
are concerned about. 

“T think it was good that at 
the march we were pushing 
specific millionaire pacts, if 
we can get behind specific 
tax increases for education 
like specific ones that would 
be good. But I don’t think 
marching is enough to do it,” 
Washick said. “As opposed 
to marching, the students of 
California should talk to their 
neighbors and people who 
vote in the state and tell them 
what’s going on. Tell them 
what issues to get behind.” 

Students looking to help 
rescue education from deficit 
and painful financial cuts 
must look for ways to not 
only raise awareness through 
marching. There are sev- 
eral ways of communicat- 
ing throughout the year that 


».can.influence policy change 


beside the protest. 

“I think (the march) is 
great, and it’s fantastic for 
getting people involved and 
concerned about the issue. 
But there’s more communi- 
cating to be done,” Coy] said. 
“I really hope and wish that 
the congressmen and senators 
that we do have in place can 
change things in the senate 
so that education becomes a 
priority.” 

Protest can unify the 
student body, particularly in a 
state as large as California. It 
brings together those driven 
enough by the toil and strug- 


gle facing today’s students and 
allows them to peak interest 
and inspiration in each other. 
Camaraderie is an important 
tool in protest and change. 

An event like “March in 
March” can stir interest, 
curiosity and awareness, which 
are all critical to getting the 
support needed, but the heavy 
lifting is done after the march- 
ing and picketing is over. 

It is imperative students 
recognize the power of protest. 
However, awareness only stirs 
up curiosity and support isn’t 
earned through curiosity alone. 

In order for students to make 
a difference and see definite 
change made in local and state 
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policy that benefits higher 
education and students, those 
outside the universities and 
college campuses statewide 
must be informed of the perils 
education faces. Students can 
not face these issues.alone 
and hope to stir the senate. 
The state community must be 
informed and versed in the 
issues vexing those in higher 
education. 

It is the effort of spreading 
information, not protest itself, 
that is the beast fueling the bal- 
lots at the end of the day. 


See related article 
on Al 
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Infidelity is 


inexcusable 





By BRITTANY BRADLEY 
opinion@statehornet.com 


I understand in this age of 
whizzing deadlines, 24-hour 
businesses and instantaneous 
satisfaction, commitment itself 
has developed into a different 
animal. 

Go ahead, call me antiquat- 
ed, old-fashioned or a prude; 
I’ll support a person’s right to 
make terrible decisions under 
the flag of lust and sexual 
glory, but marriage is where I 
draw my line. 

It isn’t a wild fantasy to ex- 
pect others to respect a marital 
commitment. It’s a matter of 
ethics, decency and character. 

We’re long past the days of 
believing the picture win- 
dow scenario painted by the 
Cleaver’s and the Brady’s. 

We all know marriage isn’t 
a perfect institution. It’s rough 
and messy. It isn’t all roses and 
“Honey, how was your day?” 

The bottom line is work, 
effort, sweat and tears means 
something. 

And it should. 

If you’re single and a mar- 
ried individual wants to start 
a relationship, have enough 
self-respect and self-worth to 
wait for the other relationship 


to end. If the prospect.of being «< 


with that person is:se.appealing 
you’re willing to cause pain 
and disrupt a life, you can’t tell 
me they aren’t worth the wait 
for a few papers to be filed. 
Relationships are difficult 
enough to maintain ii even 
the best of circumstances. But 
trying to start a relationship on 
top of an already unstable plat- 
form is setting yourself up for 
failure. Even if the prospective 
interaction is purely sexual. 
Unless the marriage is over 
and legally sealed, it’s disre- 


spectful and reckless to impose. 


My grandfather always told 
me “If someone is willing to 


cheat on their spouse with you, 
they’re just as willing to cheat 
on you with someone else.” 
You have to believe you’re 
worth more than half of some- 
one’s attention and affection. 

If the married party really 
cared about you, they wouldn’t 
drag their feet in getting 
closure for you both, and they 
wouldn’t ask you to settle for 
less than everything they can 
offer you. 

I understand the excitement 
and taboo attached to being 
involved with someone off- 
limits. It may feel like sneaking 
around adds to the adventure 
and what may seem like ro- 
mance, but the reality isn’t ro- 
mantic — far from it. The reality 
of infidelity in a marriage is it’s 
painful, damaging and cruel. 

If you’re the married 
party and you’re unhappy, have 
enough courage and respect 
to end the relationship before 
looking elsewhere, even if the 
individual you’re married to 
doesn’t have the decency to 
show you the same courtesy. 

I don’t care if your significant 
other is a terrible human being; 
you made the commitment, 
keep your word. 

Maybe it’s because I like to 
believe at some point in life I 
expect to give myself over to 
the idea of commitment in its 
entirety. 

Or that I’ll find someone with 
enough courage and charac- 
ter to forsake a life of selfish 
pleasure and philandering and 
devote themselves to building 
something more substantial. 

Then there is also the realiza- 
tion if am going to take, the 
leap into marital misery; I will 
only squeeze into a size 2 dress 
and swear loyalty once. 

People who are married 
should be off-limits sexually to 
the single masses. The root of 
the idea being if you’ve made 
the commitment, even if the 
ship is-sinking the captain and 
co-captain stay on board. But 
avoiding infidelity has more to 
do with self-respect than honor. 

It’s only fair to respect the 
connection and commitment 
of a relationship, if you expect 
others to respect the relation; 
ship you have devoted your 
own efforts to. 








By NATALIE GRAY 
opinion@statehornet.com 


Part of the college experience 
is finding and creating oneself, 
adapting to new cultures and 
exploring different beliefs. This 
experience should not include 
students being badgered for 
their chosen faith and world 
views. 

Los Angeles City College art 
student Jonathan Lopez’s public 
speaking professor called him a 
“fascist bastard” in 2008 during 
Lopez’s speech on faith and 
marriage, according to a 2009 
Alliance Defense Fund article. 

On a campus as diverse as 
Sacramento State, students look 
for a place where they can meet 
others sharing similar ideolo- 
gies. With organizations like 
the Greeks, sports and clubs, 
it seems easy to find a perfect 


social connection. 

For some students, religion 
may be a major factor when 
considering a college. Some 
find it better to attend schools 
based around their religious 
preference to avoid any type 
of harassment. For those who 
don’t, feeling accepted may be 
more of a challenge. 

“J have not personally felt re- 
ligious oppression on campus,” 
said Tony Cortese, campus min- 
ister for the Newman Catholic 
Community at Sac State. “But 
I have heard professors make 
snide comments and miscon- 
ceptions when my faith comes 
into the topic.” 

The topic of religion becomes 
the elephant in the classroom. 
Some professors do not know 
how to retort without sounding 
arrogant and some students do 
not know how to accept when a 
topic needs to be dropped. 

Professors need to take heed 
when responding to students 
on the topic of religion. It’s 
disheartening to students when 
they’re publicly mocked for 
their faith. 

Opinions should be respected, 
regardless of professors’ per- 
sonal beliefs. 

“T believe this can be a real 
issue between students and 
professors at some colleges,” 
Cortese said. “At Sac State 


GRAY AREA 
College should be a place to share religion freely 


though, I think the profes- 
sors are accepting and mostly 
respectful on the topic.” 

On the opposite side, students 
must realize their faith — or 
sometimes lack there of — will 
be questioned for benefit of 
discussion, not to insult them. 
There is a line between scoffing 
at people’s beliefs and inquiring 
about them. 

“It’s quite normal and wel- 


come in our classes to have stu- » 


dents explain various religious 
views that they have, or have 
been exposed to,” said religious 
studies professor Matthew 
McCormick, sponsor for the 
Atheist Student Organization at 
Sac State. “In my Philosophy 
of Religion classes, students 
regularly speak up about their 
beliefs.” 

Religious stereotyping and 
criticism is not just coming 
from the professors, but from 
fellow students as well. The 
pressure to live a normal life 
causes a sense of exclusion for 
those who have less traditional 
beliefs or practices of faith. 

“The ASO frequently has 
tables or events where they 
speak to others on campus 
about their religious views,” 
McCormick said. “Many of 
these exchanges are respectful 
and rewarding, but many people 
are hostile to atheism and are 


sometimes confrontational, rude 
or disrespectful.” 

On top of having beliefs 
seen as nontraditional, students 
showing faith publicly (head- 
dresses, prayer beads, etc.) are 
likely to face more hostility 
than those more discreet. 

The problem is not that 
Sac State is diverse and holds 
students from a plethora of 
backgrounds. The problem is 
when students are placed in ste- 
reotypes based on their religion. 

“People with minority views 
on a heated and emotional 
topic will regularly encounter 
incivility, anger and derision,” 
McCormick said. 

If faith comes up in conversa- 
tion, people look at that person 
like a crazy Republican trying 
to shove religion in someone’s 
face. People associate religious 
with Republican and non- 
religious with democrat. It is a 
naive way of thinking college 
students need to grow away 
from. 

Another disturbing stereotype 
students face is the assumption 
every person wearing a reli- 
gious headdress, called a turban, 
pagri or hijabs, is a member of 
some terrorist group. 

“Students should never feel 
judged on their own campus 
or anywhere else,” said CRU 
Director Greg Triplett. “I’m ex- 


tremely proud of the work I see 
students in CRU doing around 
campus. Students respond when 
they feel accepted.” 

Students across the country 
face religious persecution daily 
and many campuses do not 
offer much relief. At Sac State, 
though, it seems the religious 
student body feels comfortable 
and safe expressing faith around 
campus and in class. 

“The sort of enlightenment 


that we strive for in a liberal arts 
education is intellectual growth 
that is stimulated by an open 
inquiry into competing world 
views,” McCormick said. 

College is an opportunity to 
widen beliefs and explore new 
ways of thinking. Giving care- 
ful thought and being open to 
different views and examining 
the evidence for each is one of 
the most important parts of the 
college experience. 
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Female members of the Muslim community participate 
in Salah, or daily prayer, in the University Union’s Valley 
Suite. Muslim members are faced with the difficulty of 
not having a set location for their daily prayers on cam- 


pus. 
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wounded by these cuts.” 


Chabot College English literature stu- 
dent Karina Contreras has been affected 
by tuition hikes like other students. 

“A lot of these budget cuts mean less’” 
sources, less help for (students) and less 
money, Contreras said. “I come from 
a low-income family, so this is-really 


hindering me as well” 


Contreras also said these protests have 
potential to create the kind of change 


students are looking for. 


“It starts as baby steps that can lead to 
something big;’ Contreras said. “Look at 
the revolution in Egypt and India. It all 


starts small” 


Vice President of external affairs at 
San Francisco State Yesenia Martinez 
said even though these events happen 
annually, students are trying to change 
their future and will continue to do so. 

“T feel like these rallies happen every 
year, but at least we leave knowing that 
our voices have been heard,’ Martinez 


said. 


Every college student in California is 
entitled to an education because they 
deserve higher and affordable educa- 


tion, Fang said in her speech. 


“Education is a right, not a privilege,’ 
Fang said. “In my four years at UC 


i. 


Berkeley, I’ve seen my tuition goup 130 | 


percent. Enough is enough.” 


See related editorial on A5. 
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A group from California State Student Association 'march during Monday’s protest at the Capitol. 


Dispute: Strike off-limits until negotiations finish 
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president, said he feels although 
there are stages both the CSU 
administration and the faculty 
union have yet to undergo, it 

is important to begin planning 
promptly. 

“Tt is not too early in the 
process,” he said. “If we don’t 
settle a contract in mediation, 
we will have to move forward to 
fact-finding ... where a deter- 
mination is made as to who is 
right. Even if they say the CFA 
is right, the chancellor can in- 
tervene and have the final say.” 

Wehr said although the 
circumstarices make holding a 


Gr 
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strike illegal at this time, it is 
béiter to start planning prior 
to concerted actions becoming 
legal. 

“If we are faced with the 
possibility of going on strike, 
we need to be ready when it 
happens,’ Wehr said. 

Wehr'said he has initiated 
preparations for the strike by 
informing faculty members. 

“My goal is to have contact 
with every single member on 
campus to see what kinds of 
concerns and issues they might 
have ... to gauge the level of 
support; he said. 

Wehr said he is informing 
faculty by email, visiting offices 


as well as department meet- 
ings to spread awareness of the 
strike vote. 

Fallis said the CSU adminis- 
tration is not making any plans 
after hearing the news of the 
strike vote. 

“Tn the same sense that the 
faculty scheduling a vote is pre- 
mature, it is premature for us to 
start making definitive plans, 
he said. “It is very possible that 
this will go in a different direc- 
tion” 

Fallis said more progress 
has been made in the current 
mediation phase than any other 
stage thus far. 

“We continue to work in 


good faith during mediation as 
we have been throughout the 
bargaining process,’ he said. 

Junior economics major Tyler 
Nelson said he believes the po- 
tential strike may be a delicate 
situation, but the outcome may 
outweigh the risk. . 

“Tn order to benefit a situa- 
tion, you have to hurt it first,” 
Nelson said. 

He said he feels a strike may 
be inconvenient for students, 
but the impact it may have on 
producing quality education 
will help in the long run. 

“Tt is a bold but smart move,’ 
Nelson said. “Overall it is for 
the greater good for the stu- 


dents. And without students 
there is no school.” 

He also said a strike will 
elevate the issue’s awareness 
among students — provoking a 
reaction by the CSU system. 

“T think the university 
would react because com- 
plaints are coming from both 
students and teachers,’ he 
said. 

Wehr said he does not know 
of any faculty member who 
wishes to go on strike. 

“We feel that we will (go on 
strike) if we have to,’ he said. 
“We are being forced to do so 
by the chancellor's intransi- 
gence.” 
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that then created a situation 
which we had a set number of 
students going through upper 
division coursework and that 
sequences allowed people to 
graduate in a timely manner,’ 
Forrest said. 

Impaction benefits the 
students - it allows them to get 
the help they need in an ac- 
customed setting, Forrest said. 

‘A side effect of impaction 
and the way we set it up is that 
the students in upper division 
are exposed to the full-time 
faculty as educators,: For- 
rest said. “There's a stronger 
consistency in the offering of 
curriculum” 

Even though impaction 
gives students a well-rounded 
education, there is competi- 
tion when it comes to apply- 
ing for the program. Baldini 
said the more students apply 
to a certain program, the 
higher the competition. 

“If the number of students 
interested in majoring in 
health science is larger than 
the department's capacity, the 
process to get in is competi- 
tive” Baldini said. “We antici- 
pate that the demand for next 
year will exceed our capacity.” 

Sac State senior kinesiology 
student Nga Duong has been 
affected by large class sizes in 
the kinesiology department. 
She said she knows many of 
her peers are not able to get 
the classes they need due to 
capacity, but hopes impaction 
will reduce the number of 
crowded classes. 

“A lot of students in my 
major can't even get into these 
classes,’ Duong said. “There's 
no point in accepting more 
students than they already 
have.” 
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Above: An employee at Ginger Elizabeth Chocolates prepares orders for customers Friday afternoon. Top 
right: A shopper views the wide array of jewelry Heart Boutique offers on Friday. Bottom right: Shoppers 
browse clothing items at Freestyle Clothing Exchange in downtown Sacramento on L Street Friday afternoon. 






Just across from Fremont Park and nestled back from the street, 


When a craving for chocolate or the sweet and crumbling 
‘crunch of biting into a freshly baked cookie strikes, local choco- 
Jatier Ginger Elizabeth Hahn and her shop Ginger Elizabeth 
Chocolates might have just what a sweet tooth is craving. ‘i 
- Hahn opened the shop in 2008 with husband Tom Hahn after 
shes success of her wholesale business inspired her to delve into the 
‘retail aspect of chocolates. Originally from Placerville, Hahn chose 
to open her shop in Sacramento after she noted locals had a lack 
_ of access and knowledge to fine chocolates and desserts. 
Z ae a Py was a ee for something like what I have,” Hahn 






AS her top 8 Hahn and her staff work to create gourmet choco- 
lates and desserts while encouraging customers to step out of their 
comfort zones and try something new. 

“Some people might hate dark chocolate because they're catitig 
really bad quality dark chocolate? Hahn said. “We train our staff 
to be as helpful as possible....the flavors can be sopimencned be 
that doesn’t mean people aren't ready for them.’ 

In addition to chocolate bark, truffles, cakes and flavored 
chocolates, the shop offers cookies and Parisian macaroons, with 
flavors changing each month. 

-Macafoon Madness, held on March 24, will give customers 
an opportunity to explore the different flavor of macaroons and 
experience this flaky, sweet confection: inva variety of different” 


vintage boutique Crimson & Clover sits tucked away from noisy 
traffic and filled with vintage treasures. Opening the door to this 
charming little shop, customers are greeted with an mélange of 
clothing, jewelry and accessories in a collection of patterns, fabrics 
and textures. 

Nicole Honeyeater, co-owner of the boutique, said the visual 
overload might surprise first-time clients. 

“Expect to be overwhelmed visually because we have all the 
decoration and jewelry and lots and lots of clothes; Honeyeater 
said. 

Composed of two rooms, the shop focuses on clothing and 
accessories for women while also maintaining a small men’s, 
children and housewares section. Owners Kara Perez-Phillips 
and Honeyeater opened Crimson & Clover in November 2009 
combining their eclectic styles to stock the store with fine vintage 
pieces embracing different eras of fashion. 

Unlike other vintage boutiques, Honeyeater said she works to 
provide a range of vintage clothing and décor suitable for a variety 
of customers. 

“As the years have passed we've really wanted to fine-tune it and 
have less, sort of clichéd vintage pieces; Honeyeater said. “We 
limit the polyester and (are) trying to get more into natural fibers 
and really classic cool pieces that you don't have to be strictly into 
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_ Hahn she hopes the: event will encourage customers to. try 
something new while enjoying old favorites. 

“You should eat what you like no matter what. There's actually 
things that we do that people could be surprised that they never 
knew they liked” Hahn said. “It’s an overall reo happy and — 


‘delicious. experience.’ 


With prices ranging from 
$5 to $100, Freestyle Cloth- 
ing Exchange has almost any 
type of clothing a college 
student could ever ask for. 
Little do people know, it is 
not only a store to shop at 
but it is a great place to make 
a few dollars as well. 

Freestyle Clothing Ex- 
change is a buy/sell/trade 
clothing store with accesso- 
ries, clothing, shoes and well- 
known brands. The store is 
constantly buying items from 
customers and selling them 
to others. 
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‘The store on L Street has 

only been there for a year 

- and a half, but the company 
has been around for much 
longer and has gift cards 
available online. 

The company has a 
successful store in Citrus 
Heights and a brand new 
store which opened in Fol- 
som on Feb. 11. 

Walking into the shop, the 
first noticeable thing is the 
clothes which were all over 
the place but in a good way. 
The employees make it very 
easy to browse through the 


Crimson & Clover is 


located at 1617 16th 
St. in midtown Sacra- 
mento. 


vintage to appreciate.” 


In addition to vintage clothing offered at affordable prices, 
Honeyeater said the store now sells jewelry made by herself and 


Perez-Phillips. 


“] think it’s a unique situation because you can get handmade, 
one-of-a-kind jewelry that’s not through a middleman,” Honeyeat- 
er said. “We try to keep our prices reasonable as well.” 


clothing and come across 
something interesting be- 
cause the store is organized 
with precision. Clothes are 
divided by sizes along with 
seasonal sections. 

Shoppers must be 18 years 
old to sell clothes, but getting 
cash back right away is a 
great deal for students who 
need money. Sales can be 
found by checking online. 

Instead of waiting for the 
merchandise to sell before 
sellers can fill their wallets 


’ with cash like a consignment 


shop, Freestyle Clothing 


Ginger Elizabeth 
Chocolates is located 
at 1801 L St. in down- 


town Sacramento. 


Reportinc By Jessica ScHArrr State Hornet 


Exchange will either give 35 
percent cash or 50 percent 
store credit from the price 
they put directly onto items. 

“Cash for clothes is a 
quick way to earn a quick 
buck,’ five-year employee of 
the company Megan Campoy 
said. 

With store hours that can 
work for practically every- 
one and just a 10-minute 
drive from campus, Freestyle 
Clothing Exchange is a great 
reason to thin out those 
closets and dressers for some 
extra cash. 


ReportinG By Canpice DeVries State Hornet 


Heart Boutique is lo- 
cated at 1903 Capitol 
Ave. in downtown 
Sacramento. 





Protos By DANIELLE Parkinson State Hornet 


Filled with fashionable 
accessories, shoes, purses and 


clothing, Heart Boutique has 


something to offer for just 
about all ages. 

Opening in October of 
2010, Heart Boutique has 
made their mark on the ever 
popular Capitol Street in 
downtown Sacramento. 

“Tf you feel like you need 
something, you can think of 
Heart and know we will have 
it” Heart employee and Sac- 
ramento State alumna Stacy 
Saelee said. 

Just about everything in the 
store has a price under $50. 
Heart has all sorts of designer 
clothing, ranging from local 
Sacramento designers to Kim 
Kardashian's jewelry-collec- 
tion. 


Jewelry is placed all over 
the store all with reasonable 
prices. It is guaranteed to find 
a cute outfit for a night out on 
the town priced under $40. 

With a black chandelier 
dangling from the ceiling, 
the retro-vintage style set-up 
of the store is unforgettable. 
Black lace covers the back’wall 
behind the register and créme 
colored curtains shelter the 
fitting room. 

“Trendy, fun, and afford- 
able” are the main reasons why 
college students should shop at 
Heart, Saelee said. The store is 
always getting new merchan- 
dise, which means the clothes 
must sell. 

Luckily for Heart Boutique, 
not selling enough will never 
be a problem. 


ReportinG By Canpice DeVries State Hornet 


Freestyle Clothing 
Boutique is located at 
2101 L St. in down- 
town Sacramento. 





Image Expo unites publishers and readers 


By BRITTANY LAMBERT 
features@statehornet.com 


Image Expo is not an ordinary 


comic book convention. The 


‘ major appeal of this comic book 


show is attendees got the chance 
to meet comic book creators 

of Image Comics and to have 
one-on-one sessions with the 
creators. 

Image Expo was a sires: -day 
event which occurred on Feb, 24 
through 26 at the Oakland Con- 
vention Center; celebrating the 


20th anniversary of the founding 


of Image Comics. 

The founders of Image Com- 
ics include Erik Larsen, Rob 
Liefeld, Todd McFarlane, Whilce 
Portacio, Marc Silvestri, and Jim 


Valentino. They were all on-hand 


at Image Expo to meet with 
comic book fans and participat- 
ed in various panels taking place 


throughout the weekend. 

Image Expo also had ap- 
pearances from other comic 
book creators including Robert 
Kirkman, “Chew” creators John 
Layman and Rob Guillory, Ed 
Brubaker, Brian K. Vaughan and 
Fiona Staples. 

The creators had booths in 
the showroom and attendees 
could commission sketches from 
artists, ask them to autograph 
their favorite comic book or 
stop by to chat. Attendees also 
had the chance to attend panels 
and workshops led by authors 
throughout the weekend. 

It was such a casual event, 
guests like Kirkman were walk- 
ing around the show checking 
out the various booths without 
being bothered for autographs. 

San Francisco State University 
student Dennis Foster said he 
came to Image Expo to meet 


some of his favorite comic book 
creators. 

“We are fans of the characters 
and collections of comic books. 
Some of us are fans of the artists 
and specifically (I) came to see 
the creators of “Chew” and all 
(of) the Image guys,’ Foster said. 

When the Bay Area Comic- 
Con show WonderCon would 
not be held in San Francisco this 
year, Layman said Image Comics 
decided to take over the slot to 
host their own event. 

“I think Image (Comics) said 
WonderCon is not here and it is 
our 20th anniversary (so) let's do 
something cool,” Layman said. “T 
think Jimmy Jay, who is the con 
organizer, basically spearheaded 
it? 

Attendees also got a treat with 
appearances from actors Steven 


see Expo| page B2 
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Image Comics Expo brings together many of today’s popular comics as well as 
classic comics, comic book publishers and readers. 
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Sacramento Taiko Dan to drum up a crowd 


By JORDAN RITURBAN 
features@statehornet.com 


Sacramento Taiko Dan is a 
local non-profit organization 
which performs choreographed 
taiko drumming. 

Taiko, which means “big 
drum,’ was originally used for 
Japanese religious services; 
the taiko drum was later used 
for performing purposes after 
Tanaka Sensei, the first Japan- 
trained teacher of the art form, 
brought it to America. 

Sacramento Taiko Dan 


Sacramento Taiko Dan 
is performing today at 


-noon in the University 
Union Redwood Room. 





rehearses once or twice a week 
and choreographs group per- 
formances based on the feeling 
and mood the composer wants 
to portray. The majority of the 
songs are composed by founder 
Tiffany Tamaribuchi who was 
trained by Sensei. 

UNIQUE Programs adviser, 
Zenia LaPorte, said why she 
wanted Taiko Dan to return to 
perform at Sacramento State 
for International Women’s Day 
in honor of Women’s HERstory 
month. 

“They have a dynamic 
performance that’s both 
educational and entertaining,’ 
LaPorte said. “It’s really an ex- 
perience. The Redwood Room 
is always packed for this show.” 

Asoka Ishiura-Lluch has 
been a performing member of 


Sacramento Taiko Dan for 19 
years. 

Ishiura-Lluch said her 
favorite part of performing is 
“seeing the audience's reaction 
to our playing” 

Sometimes during sets, the 
group members have solo per- 
formances. Ishiura-Lluch said 
solos express who she is. 

“When I play a solo; it’s my 
expression of how I appreciate 
and love life,” Ishiura-Lluch 
said. “That solo is a direct 
expression of me.” 

Despite Ishiura-Lluch’s con- 
fidence during a solo perfor- 
mance, she said performing is 
not as easy it seems. 

“Sometimes you forget parts 
of the song,“ Ishiura-Lluch 
said. “Or you lose your spot in 
the song. You come in too early 


or too late and you have to find 
it again” 

Ishiura-Lluch said the 
group’s audiences typically 
have never seen taiko drum- 
ming before. 

“After our shows people say 
they loved it,’ Ishiura-Lluch 
said. “That’s always rewarding 
to hear” 

LaPorte said audiences 
would gain an educational 
experience after watching Sac- 
ramento Taiko Dan. 

“They're not just entertain- 
ing. They explain every piece 
that they perform - the mean- 
ing, the different drums they 
use, etc - so you're walking 
away with the experience and 
also some knowledge,” LaPorte 
said. 

Ishiura-Lluch said her confi- 





dence grew while being a part 

of Sacramento Taiko Dan. 
“When I started I was very 

shy, and taiko has helped me 


tremendously,’ Ishiura-Lluch 
said. “(Now) I can’t imagine 
myself not playing taiko. It’s a 
part of who I am” 





FLICKR USER JIMW 


Taiko drumming was originally performed at Japa- 
nese religious services. 





Expo: Convention draws celebrities from popular lV shows 


Continued | page B1 


Yeun and Norman Reedus, who 
both star in the popular AMC 
show “The Walking Dead,” based 
on Kirkman’s comic book of the 
same name. The actors were at 
Image Expo to meet with fans 
and participated in “The Walk- 
ing Dead” panel with Kirkman. 

“Chew” creators Layman and 
Guillory said they were happy 
to be invited to Image Expo this 
year and felt it is a different type 
of comic book show. 

“We have had a great crowd, 
business has been good and it is 
not the typical cosplayer, weirdos 
buying junk,’ Layman said. “It 
is a (really) excellent chance for 
fans to interact with (creators) 
and it is a very atypical, old- 
school type of Comic-Con” 

Guillory said he agreed with 
Layman, and added on Image 
Expo is different from the other 
comic book shows. 

“Tt is intimate enough that 
where you can actually spend 
half an hour talking to the cre- 
ators that you really love and the 
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talent roster is totally top notch,’ 
Guillory said. “I mean Brian K. 
Vaughn is here. It’s pretty freak- 
ing awesome and it has been 
great.” 

There were vintage and 
modern comics offered at 
Image Expo by vendors, from 
older comics like “The Amazing 
Spider-Man” to the new comics 
like Kirkman’s “Thief of Thieves.” 
Vendors were also selling rare 
comics like “Amazing Fantasy” 
No. 15, the first appearance of 
Spider-Man, and X-Men No. 94, 
the first appearance of the new 
X-Men team. 

Sacramento comic book store 
A-1 Comics was a vendor for 
Image Expo and offered rare 
comic books for sale at the show. 
A-1 Comics owner Brian Peets 
said he wanted to support Image 
Expo and hopes it will become a 
yearly event and be an alterna- 
tive local show. 

“T like the way they organized 
it, and I think they are working 
on a very professional level,” 
Peets said. “They are doing 


“everything they can to make it'a 
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successful show, not only for the 
attendees but for the people set- 
ting up booths like myself? 

At some comic book conven- 
tions, they offer variant edi- 
tions of comics that can only be 
bought or received at the show. 
Variants are popular for fans to 
obtain because of their rarity and 
high value. 

Some of the variants at Image 
Expo included “The Walking 
Dead” No. 94 in a color variant, 
which the first 5,000 attendees 
received for attending. A black- 
and-white variant was offered 
to attendees who purchased an 
MVP: Ultimate Fan Experience 
ticket. Other limited-editions 
comics attendees could purchase 
at the show included a “Chew” 
No. 24 and a “Thief of Thieves” 
issue. 

There is no official word yet if 
Image Expo will become a yearly 
event, but Layman said he hopes 
it would become an event occur- 
ring only every few years. 

“It’s the 20th anniversary (of 
Image Comics) anditiis kind of 
lightning.in a bottle,,Layman 
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Exhibitors at Image Expo, like other comic conventions, are able to purchase booth 
space in order to sell their comics and chat with attendees. 


said. “I could see this (event) 

every five years, but I am not 

craving it to be a regular thing” 
Image Expo is a different 


comic bookshow because it was 
ie 
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all about the interaction between 
the fans and creators. Focusing 
on selling comics and dress- 

ing up as characters like other 
conventions was not missed. It 


was a nice change of pace and 
Image Expo can likely hold its 
own against rival Comic-Con 
shows like WonderCon in the |. 
years to come. 
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By JILLIAN KWELLER 
sports@statehornet.com 


Three Sacramento State freshmen gym- 
nasts have followed each other from the 
time they were six years old, doing gymnas- 
tics and earning their Associate of Arts de- 
grees while in high school - something, they 
say, has helped them now. 

Communication studies majors Dallas 
Smith and Kayla Wonderly and business ma- 
jor Kalliah McCartney attend Sac State with 
their associates degrees, which is equivalent 
to having completed general education at a 
university. 

‘The three finished the Running Start pro- 
gram at Clark College in Vancouver, Wash., 
while still in high school and all said they 
hope to get their master’s degree, which will 
keep them in school at least four years and 
allow-them to continue gymnastics. 

“We did the Running Start program be- 
cause our parents highly encouraged us. It 
was a great opportunity and our high school 
was very small,’ McCartney said. 

Running Startis a curriculum.at Clark Col- 
lege offering both high, school and college 
credits to upper-class high school students. 
The credits earned within the program can 
be transferred to the student's college tran- 
scripts at particular universities. 

Wonderly said community college gave 
them a preview of what to eXpect at a uni- 
versity than high school would have alone, 
so they put themselves up to the challenge. 

“At first I was really scared because people 
told me it was really hard, I have to stay 
focused and be really motivated and self- 
determined. But I am glad I didn’t just stay 
in high school because it was well worth it,’ 
McCartney said. 

The coaches said the three girls are good 
students and get good grades, but realize 
it takes hard work and put time into their 
studies. 

“It definitely shows that they are goal-ori- 
ented even when they were in high school so 
they kind of have a head start,” said assistant 
head coach Randy Solorio. 

McCartney has thought about double 
majoring or getting a master’s degree in ac- 
counting. 

“T want to do something a little more bor- 
ing,’ McCartney said. “Looking into being 
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Top: Sac State freshman gymnast Dallas Smith practices her moves on the 
balancing beam at Technique Gynastics in Rancho Cordova. Bottom left: 
Freshman Kalliah McCartney begins her routine. Bottom right: Freshman 
Kayla Wonderly holds her balance on the balance beam. 


a financial adviser of some top company 
would be great and I would be making some 
money there” 

Wonderly aspires to work with celebrities 
as a public relations manager and hopefully 
move to Los Angeles after she graduates. 

Many freshmen come in undeclared and 
use general education to help guide them 
into a field of study, but the three have been 
through that process already and know what 
they want to do. 

“I would love to go into some sort of sports 

communication, either working with a pro- 
fessional sports team or a media outlet like 
ESPN,’ Smith said. “That would obviously 
be a dream job” 
. They all had other options for college. 
Smith was thinking about the United States 
Air Force Academy, Wonderly had her eyes 
set on Brown University and McCartney 
was looking at Cornell University. 

“My parents wanted me to go somewhere 
more prestigious and Brown and the Air 


Force were definitely higher up on their 
lists, but Sac offered me a scholarship so I 
took it and I'm very happy I did? Wonderly 
said. “My parents are happy. I’m happy now 
because they know I love the team.” 

Both Wonderly and McCartney came to 
Sac State because they were offered schol- 
arships for gymnastics and could transfer 
their associates degrees. The units could not 
be transferred to Brown or Cornell and they 
did not want them to go to waste. 

“I was looking at Cornell and my dad was 
saying ‘Don't worry about the money, but 
deep down I knew it was way too expensive,” 
McCartney said. “My dad told me, “We've 
never expected you to get a scholarship, but 
I always expected myself to get one and that 
was my goal and I feel like I owed it to them 
and to myself” ; 

Smith entered the team as a walk-on and 
said money was not the issue. She was look- 


see Gymnasts page B6 
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Point guards 
win freshman 


POY awards 


Bos So.orio Hornet Sports 


Freshman point guards Fantasia Hilliard and Dylan Gar- 
rity both won Big Sky Conference freshmen of the year. 


By JosH STANLEY 
sports@statehornet.com 


Freshman point guards Dylan 
Garrity and Fantasia Hilliard 
swept the best freshman awards 
for men’s and women’s Big Sky 
Conference basketball for the 
first time in school history. 

It was also the fourth time 
in conference history a school 
took both awards since Idaho 
State University won both in the 
2004-05 season. 

Garrity, who was also named to 
the all-Big Sky honorable men- 
tion team, tied the Sacramento 
State assist per game average 
this season with 6.9 per game, 
which is first in the Big Sky and 
sixth in Division I basketball. 

Garrity started 27 out of the 
28. games this season as.a_true 
freshman and averaged 8.1 
points per game and was second 
on the team with 33.8 minutes 
per game. 

Garrity is the third Hornet to 
be named Big Sky Freshman 
of the Year since the Hornets 
joined the Big Sky for the 1996- 
97 season and said it was an 
honor to receive the award. 

“I was just extremely thankful 
for it; Garrity said. “I got calls 
from literally everyone back 
home and up at school saying 
congrats. My grandma called 
me in tears while she was in the 
movie theaters and just told me 
how much she loved me and 
how proud of me she was. She 
has always been my number one 
fan without a doubt” 

Garrity’s presence and skill on 
the court attributed to the Hor- 
nets first 10-win season since 
the 2006-07 season and their 
third straight year of increasing 
their win total. 

Junior center Konner Veteto 


said this year is just the begin- 
ning to a great career for Garrity. 

“I am very happy for Dylan 
getting Freshman of the Year,” 
Veteto said. “He worked ex- 
tremely hard this year and it 
showed in how he performed on 
the court this year. He deserved 
the award and he is going to 
continue to improve as a player. 
Sky’s the limit for him? 

Garrity put together five dou- 
ble-digit assist games and nine 
double-digit point games this 
season and he also broke the 
Hornets single-game assist re- 
cord with 16 against Montana 
State University on Feb. 9. 

Garrity’s 16 assists also tied for 
the most in a Div. I game this 
season and also ranked fourth 
all-time in Big Sky single-game 
history. : 

Senior center Josh McCarver 
said Garrity’s knowledge of the 
game was a huge factor for his 
success. 

His game is well beyond his 
years and so is his knowledge 
of the game,’ McCarver said. 
“Dylan can compete with any- 
one we face and more times 
than not, come out on top?” 

After receiving only one Div. I 
offer to play basketball, Garrity 
said winning the award paid off 


_ and he was happy to prove ev- 


eryone wrong, 

“I felt relieved when I found 
out because all the hard work I 
have put in my whole life is now 
starting to pay off and people are 
noticing how good I am,’ Gar- 
rity said. “It feels great for sure 
proving all the other coaches 
wrong that said I wouldn't make 
it in college and that was what I 
really wanted to do” 

For the women’s basketball 


see Award| page B6 


Ex-Ute quarterback OK with son as pitching ace 


By RYAN KUHN 
sports@statehornet.com 


Sophomore pitcher Tanner Mendonca 
arrived at Sacramento State and in front 
of him were two opportunities heading 
in different directions. 

One path would lead him to John 
Smith Field, pitching for the Hornets’ 
baseball team. The other would lead 
him to Hornet Stadium, throwing 
touchdowns for the Hornets’ football 
team. 

Mendonca excelled in both sports at 
Mt. Whitney High School in Visalia, 
Calif., and finally made up his mind. He 
walked toward the baseball field. 

“As a kid, it was my dream to play col- 
lege baseball? Mendonca said. “My. fo- 
cus has always been on baseball. It has 
always been my favorite sport.” 

Even though his first love is baseball, 
he was born with football in his blood. 
His father Chris Mendonca played two 
seasons as quarterback for the Univer- 
sity of Utah. 

But Mendonca said he never felt any 
pressure on being a Ute and putting on 
the pads to play college football. 

“T basically let him decide on what to 
do and guided him and coached him,’ 
Chris Mendonca said. 

Although he was raised as a Utes 
football fan and watched games with 


that opportunity, 
but it wasn't there,’ 
Mendonca said. “T 
didn't have a lot of 
football offers.” 

With football 
and baseball being 
similar, Mendonca 
used the two to 
compliment one 
another. 

“There are a lot of 
pressure situations 
and you are in con- 
trol of the game,’ 
Mendonca _ said. 
“As quarterback, 
I have to throw to 
the right guy and as 
a pitcher I have to 
make my pitch in 
the right location.’ . 

During his junior 
and senior years 
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Sophomore pitcher Tanner Mendonca played 





of varsity football 
at Mt. Whitney, he 
passed for a com- 


football and baseball at Mt. Whitney High School. bined 5,849 yards 


his dad on Saturdays, he never got the 
chance to wear Utah's colors — he chose 
green and gold instead. 

“I grew up being a Utah fan and it 
would have been awesome to. have 


and 55 touchdowns. 

Mendonca traded 

in his football helmet for a baseball 
cap during the spring of those years 
and took the mound, finishing with a 
combined 7-7 record, 2.23 ERA and 


106 strikeouts. As the team’s shortstop, 
he helped his team with a .355 batting 
average. 

With not many offers from schools to 
play either sport, Sac State called want- 
ing him for both. Sac State wanted him 
as its quarterback and a starting pitcher, 
but holding both positions was not go- 
ing to work out. 

“Being a quarterback and being a 
pitcher it would have been very difficult 
with all that throwing,’ Mendonca said. 
“If I was a position player, it might have 
been a different story.” 

Mendoncas football coach Justin 
Fowler said in high school it is common 
to see athletes play more than one sport 
and at Mt. Whitney, Fowler said 80 to 
90 percent of the players were multi- 
sport athletes. 

“T prefer multi-sport athletes,’ Fowler 
said. “If a kid can compete in a variety 
of sports, I think that’s better. I think 
not only from an academic side, mak- 
ing sure the athletes are eligible and 
they are being monitored, but I think 
they are competing from a physical 
perspective. Kids get the opportunity 
to compete in a variety of settings and 
they get to enjoy something else. I think 
they are not going to look at it like a 
whole lot of work but a sense of enjoy- 
ment in it” 

At Sac State, no athlete plays more 


than one sport because students do not 
have time, said the Sac State athletic de- 
partment. 

With football now behind him, Men- 
donca focuses on his baseball career. 
After having a subpar freshman season 
with two wins and a 5.73 ERA, he said 
he established an offseason workout 
routine helping him become stronger 
and faster. 

“I started lifting weights a lot more 
and it helped me throw the ball harder 
and last longer in games.’ Mendonca 
said. 

Hornets’ head coach Reggie Chris- 
tiansen has seen a significant difference 
in the way Mendonca has pitched the 
last two seasons. 

“He has worked really hard to put 
himself in a position to be a lot stron- 
ger, Christiansen said. “Mentally, he 
really understands what he is trying to 
do with hitters. He doesn’t make the 
same mistake twice.” 

In his first two games this season, he 
is 2-0 with a 0.56 ERA and has pitched 
the first complete game shutout for the 
Hornets since March 24, 2007 against 
Stanford. ' 

Whether he is on a football field or 
a baseball diamond, throwing passes 
or throwing strikes, Mendonca knows 
what he is - a baseball player who was 
playing quarterback. 
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Former gymnast, assistant coach 
provides experience for squad 


By JILLIAN KWELLER 
sports@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State ex-gymnast 
turned volunteer assistant Lissa 
Zamolo ended her eligibility last year 
and took on the challenge to coach 
her old teammates - even through 
uncomfortable situations. 

Zamolo spent time practicing and 
competing with the sophomores, ju- 
niors and seniors. She said she was 
hesitant when she started because she 
did not know how to handle certain 
members of the team and was not 
sure if she would be respected as a 
coach. 

Assistant coach Jamie Donkin went 
from teammate to coach nine years 
ago and said her personal experience 
was a difficult transition as well. 

“She's doing well as a coach,’ Donkin 
said. “Kim (Hughes), Randy (Solorio) 
and I really make it a point to try and 
bring her in and teach her not just 
techniques in coaching, but also deal- 
ing with people because dealing with 
college gymnasts, going from being 
an athlete to being a coach, is a little 
bit different” 

It was difficult for some of the wom- 
en to change the way they viewed 
Zamolo because of the bond built 
with the team over the years. For 
12-year teammate Mary Peck, it be- 
came more personal than originally 
intended. 

“It is a little weird with her being 
above me just because we were at the 
same level for a long time,’ Peck said. 
“All of a sudden, she’s higher than me, 
telling me what to do and helping out 
with lineups. And when things don't 
go the way you want them to, it’s just 
hard to see that she kind of had some- 
thing to do with it” 

When it comes to the upperclass- 
men, Zamolo said she could tell there 
was an obvious lack of trust, but only 
has their best interest in mind. The 
lineups are chosen based on percent- 
ages in practice, so Zamolo uses those 
statistics to prove she is not making 
personal decisions. 

“I help put lineups together and 
people felt that I was pulling them out 
for personal reasons, Zamolo said. 








Maya Frattini State Hornet 
Gymnast volunteer assistant 
Lissa Zamolo (right in pic- 
tures) work with the team at 
Technique Gymnastics. 

Meiller. 

Freshman Dallas Smith said the 
underclassmen recognize Zamolo as 
a coach because they will never have 
the experience of being her team- 
mate - freshman Kalliah McCartney 
agrees. 

“TJ have noticed (Zamolo) has to 
watch what she says to the seniors 
or juniors because she doesn’t want 


to offend them.or make them mad 


because she’s not really sure of her 
boundaries yet,” McCartney said. 

Donkin said learning to tailor feed- 
back to each individual and to the sit- 
uation is part of the coaching process, 
but there is a clear difference between 
the way the freshmen and seniors re- 
spond to Zamolo. 

“She's trying to be really positive 
about feedback and I think that’s one 
of her positive attributes almost to a 
fault because she gives so much feed- 
back,’ Donkin said. 

Peck said some of the upperclass- 
men would initially question the 
comments Zamolo was making, but 
had to realize she is a coach and not 
just a friend anymore. 

“When she says something to me, 


“I .bring out fairness. I bring out'thé!21 take it! as constructive criticism,’ 
books and when you pull out: munslliMsaid freshman Kayla Wonderly. “The 


bers and you pull out facts, there isn't 
really an argument.” 

The sense of equality makes a friend 
seem less intimidating than a coach, 
but Zamolo has taken herself out of 
the friend category and there has 
been a delayed reaction from some of 
the team. 

“It’s just difficult to see her in that 
light because she’s still just Lissa to 
me, said junior team captain Nicole 


older girls sometimes get offended 
by what she says and maybe they feel 
she doesn't really have.a right to give 
them corrections.” 

Zamolo said she realizes she is just 
a helper and is not there to take over, 
but to work with the coaches and of- 
fer another perspective. 

“Tt’s not like I let her go to beam and 
she does whatever she wants,’ Donkin 
said. “I’m the one creating the assign- 






ys 





ments and well work together be- 
cause she has been a gymnast all her 
life so she has valuable experiences 
‘that I take into consideration” 

Peck and Meiller said Zamolo has 


positively helped the team, but it took 
time to feel comfortable and adjust to 
a new situation. 

“We may have moments where we 
don't really agree with certain things, 
but we always do end up getting 
along even if we do have a little rough 
period,’ Peck said. 

Donkin said Zamolo is handling her 
new role as a coach well and the team 
has beem respectful. 


“She has a lot to learn and that's why, 


she’s here because she is willing to 
learn and this is where she sees her- 
self? Donkin said. 

Despite the misunderstandings with 
the girls on the team and the intimi- 
dating new role as a student assistant, 
Zamolo realizes the responsibilities 
she must endure. 

“J just coach to coach. I’m not there 
to be their friend? Zamolo said. “I 
will be here for quite some time.” 








Nelligan Sports to run 
marketing for athletics 


Fite Puoto 


Sacramento State Athletic Director Terry Wanless headed the partnership . 


with Nelligan Sports Marketing. 


By GABRIEL PACHECO 
sports@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State and Nelligan ‘Sports 
Marketing agreed to.a five-year contract 
granting NSM the rights to represent the 
university's athletic department and mar- 
keting program on Feb. 20. 

Sac State joins a collective group of uni- 
versitys who have partnered with NSM 
over the years such as University of Lou- 
isville, Long Beach State and Rutgers Uni- 
versity. 

“I am genuinely excited about this op- 
portunity because I think it will benefit 
not just the athletic department, but the 
university in totality, said Sac State's Ath- 
letic Director Terry Wanless. “We decided 
it was in our best interest to look at how 
we were going to grow the corporate rela- 
tionships and the public private partner- 
ships that are needed to survive in this ec- 
onomically challenging world. We looked 


.for an outside company that would come 


in with the right expertise, history and 
personnel to make this a reality, and found 
that in NSM” 

NSM Executive Vice President Mike Pal- 
isi feels this opportunity will be beneficial 
to Sac State and his company. 

“We're thrilled to be partnering with Sac- 
ramento State and continuing our expan- 
sion in the California State University sys- 
tem,’ Palisi said in a press release. 

The partnership with Sac State makes it 
the fourth for NSM in the California State 
University educational system and fifth in 
the state. 

“Tts an honor to be associated with an 
institution that provides quality education 


and competitive athletics to a wide range 


of students,” Palisi said. “In addition, Sac- 
ramento State provides an excellent op- 
portunity for corporate America to reach 
college sports’ fans located in the capital of 
the country’s most populous and diverse 
state” 

On the company’s website, it shows NSM 
being well-documented throughout it’s 
history in building long-term relation- 
ships with universities by increasing rev- 
enue growth through it’s corporate rela- 


tionships. 

Sac State now can begin expanding its 
image with the help of NSM to not only 
local companies but larger business com- 
munities that feel it is in those businesses 
best interest to be a part of the university's 
future. 

“We haven't done a really good job of 
branding our product and athletics can 
help in that category,’ Wanless said. “Cer- 
tainly, everything we do is interrelated to 
the campus imagery here and what we 
bring as a department to the campus is 
literally the front door. We have the abil- 
ity to be in the paper numerous times and 
on television to create a hopefully positive 
image about Sacramento State” 

Recruiting young high school and com- 
munity college athletes from the Sacra- 
mento area can potentially increase for Sac 
State due to this partnership, said Assistant 
Media Relations Director Joe Waltasti. 

“If you grow up a Hornets’ fan, the chanc- 
es are you want to play for the Hornets. If 
you can bring people in with the help of 
this marketing company that can only help 
you down the road? Waltasti said. “Any- 
thing and everything impacts recruiting. 
It seems like the more exposure you get in 
the area the better recruiting you're going 
to have and more money being brought 
in. Everything about-this deal can affect 
recruiting.” 

The partnership with NSM gives the 
company the ability to sign television and 
radio package deals particularly for bas- 
ketball and football, which will expand Sac 
State’s image even more, Wanless said. 

“J don't want to mislead anybody in 
thinking that there is not a financial gain 
wanting to be made; Wanless said. “We're 
doing this because we believe we can‘im- 
prove the finances of the athletic depart- 
ment by entering into this agreement. We 
can create business partnerships and open 
doors of opportunity for those partner- 
ships to occur far greater than we can do 
by ourselves.” 

Once the local businesses see there is a 
value associated with Sac State, it would be 
obvious they will want to invest, Wanless 
said. 
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On Second Thought: Kings 


vs. River Cats 


WHICH VENUE OFFERS THE BEST EXPERIENCE FOR — 
COLLEGE STUDENTS? Is IT THE HIGH-FLYING TALENT 
OF THE NBA or IS IT THE QUAINT FEELING OF RIVER 

CATS GAME? FIND OUT WHAT OUR STAFF THINKS. 





By JoE DE OCAMPO 
sports@statehornet.com 


The River Cats’ games offer 
a better overall experience for 
Sacramento State students with 
fans enjoying the wholesome 
national pastime baseball with- 
out having their wallets suffer 
when compared to watching a 
Kings game live. 

The Cats’ tickets range from 
$5 to $50 per seat with the lo- 
cation being as simple as sit- 
ting on Home Run Hill or in 
one of the boxes overlooking 


Raley Field. The open-air atmo- 
sphere is refreshing and relaxing 
while watching games outshines 
watching the Kings play another 
average season in Power Balance 
Pavillion. 

The Kings’ tickets vary from 
$30 to $195 a seat, with. the 
cheapest seats being painfully 
far from the action on the floor. 
I would not spend $30 on seats 
in the nosebleed section to not 
be able to tell if Jimmer Fredette 
made a 3-pointer. 

Sure, the fast-paced game of 
basketball is exciting, but the 
cost for a student is too high. 
You spend $75 on decent seats, 
not including food and souve- 
nirs, to watch the Kings take on 
the Clippers or the Mavericks 
for two-and-a-half hours with 
cramped seats. 

When a fan attends a game at 
Raley Field, he or she gets the 
whole experience of a national 
pastime. The thrill of the home 
runs and the crowd. singing 
“Take Me Out to the Ball Game” 


during the  seventh-inning 
stretch are included in the nine- 
inning experience. The extra 
money that would have been 
spent on NBA tickets can go to 
hot dogs or a River Cats cap. 

Let’s be realistic; we are in 
college with limited funds and- 
do not have the luxury to shell 
out money to watch big name 
sports like the NBA all the time. 
We can put aside money once 
every few months to enjoy the 
River Cats play a classic game 
in a field 15 minutes away from 
campus and unwind from the 
stresses of being a student. 

Both offer quality entertain- 
ment with the home team ca- 
maraderie the crowd shares 
during the game and the excite- 
ment of watching professional 
sports live, but the cost is what 
I look at when deciding to go 
to a game. The River Cats’ ex- 
perience surpasses the Kings’ 
based on the cost and what fans 
can witness and gain from the 
games at a fraction of the cost. 





By DAvip SOMERS 
sports@statehornet.com 


I love taking in a ballgame at 
Raley Field. 

When you watch the River 
Cats play, you feel like you are 
taking part in a down-to-earth 
community event. The players 
are guys with whom you can 
relate: First-year players make 
approximately $2,200 a month; 
these are blue-collar athletes. 

Watching these athletes play 


the game they love is like go- 
ing to an open-mic night at a 
local pub and enjoying people 
who are your peers share their 
unique talents with you. 

On the other hand, you have 
corporate NBA and its quote- 
unquote superstars. 

When I walk into Power Bal- 
ance Pavilion, I get the sense its 
proprietors would rather sell 
their fans something than cul- 
tivate a relationship with the 
community. The sheer scope of 
the setting with all its noise, glitz 
and advertising can prove a little 
too much. 

Add to this the vanity some- 
times accompanying _ profes- 
sional players, who often seem 
more concerned with creating 
Twitter followers than actually 
relating to their fans, and the 
detachment only increases. 

I wonder what it was like to 
watch a ballgame back in the 
heyday of Major League Base- 
ball, when players like Stan 


Musial and Ted Williams made 
an honest wage for playing the 
game they love. Those guys of- 
ten spent the offseason doing 
something like selling cars and 
sometimes even choose to set 
baseball aside to enlist in the 
military. 

This is not to say corporate 
interests and inflated egos were 
not present back then or are 
not present now at River Cats 
games. A claim of that nature 
would be naive at best and dis- 
honest at worst. But their lesser 
presence makes supporting am- 
ateur teams all the more enjoy- 
able and increases the sense of 
community. 

In these days of excessive 
product placement and self-ad- 
ulation in professional sports, I 
think enjoying a game at Raley 
Field carries with it a remnant 
of the same aroma that made 
sporting events of yesterday 
particularly special for the ev- 


eryman. 








By JosH STANLEY 
sports@statehornet.com 


I wouldnt go see the River 
Cats for one big reason - I know 
nobody on the team. 

Though the Kings may not 
have a big-name player every- 
one wants to see like Kobe Bry- 


ant, center DeMarcus Cousins 
is quickly establishing himself 
as one of the best big men in the 
game right now as he is averag- 
ing 16.6 points per game and is 
fourth in the NBA in rebounds 
with 11.6. 

Rookie point guard Isaiah 
Thomas is turning into the true 
point guard the Kings have 
needed as he has started the last 
eight games and is averaging 
17.8 points and 5.8 assists dur- 
ing that span. 

Even though I am an Indiana 
Pacers fan, I do enjoy seeing 
these young players develop and 
price wise, it only costs $10 to 
$15 more to get in than a River 
Cats game. 

Besides seeing people you ac- 
tually know, going to a Kings 
game is better for another big 
reason: the experience. 

Despite the team being way 
below .500, attending games 


at Power Balance Pavilion still 
feels like the Kings are in the 
playoff hunt. 

The team still plays hard and 
and the crowd continues to sup- 
port the Kings regardless be- 
cause of one reason - they actu- 
ally love their team. 

Many of the fans at Kings 
games are true supporters who 
follow their team every game 
and have been a part of the fan 
base since the beginning. 

Their passion for their team 
makes a non-Kings fan enjoy 
the game even more and I must 
say at the last game I attended, 
being with these fans caused me 
to clap and cheer for the Kings 
by the fourth quarter. 

So if you think you don’t want 
to go because you don't like the 
Kings, I suggest buying some 
tickets and experiencing it for 
yourself. You will see what I 
mean. 
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Sac State men’s volleyball seeks playoffs with new players 


| 











Davin Gonza.es State Hornet 


The Sacramento State men’s volleyball club has 
an overall record of 14-5. 


By J) WILLIAMS 
sports@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State's men’s vol- 
leyball club has flown under the 
radar en route to a potential post- 
season berth. 

The Hornets’ club consists of 
multiple players who are new to 
the sport, but that has not stopped 
the team from playing together 
and earning a 14-5 record, 6-4 in 
Northern California Collegiate 
Volleyball League play. 

“We've been connecting well as 
a team,’ said junior setter Thomas 
Fairchild. “We have a lot of new 
guys this year and to try and get a 
team unity is hard but we've been 
able to accomplish that so far this 
year. 

Despite the new players, head 
coach Sukhjit Dhillon and senior 
outside and team captain Jeff Stef- 
fens both said the Hornets club 

has better ball control, serving and 


defense than in the past few years. 

“Our blocking has been good 
this year,’ Steffens said. “We have 
big middles who get big blocks, 
so weve been blocking really well, 
playing defense behind it and hus- 
tling a lot more” 

Similar to young teams with suc- 
cess, the Hornets still find them- 
selves making mistakes Steffens 
said needs to be addressed if they 
are going to continue to progress. 

“When we get up on teams, we 
sometimes lose focus and let teams 
get back into it a little bit, so a big 
thing that would really help us is 
staying focused and staying on 
top of teams that we play,’ Steffens 
said. “If were beating them, we 
need to keep beating them and not 
let them back in the game.” 

Dhillon, a former member of the 
volleyball club, said there is a rea- 
son to be excited about his young 
team even though players are still 
learning the game and developing. 





“We have so much room for im- 
provement; Dhillon said. “With a 
lot of new guys at new positions 
they’re still gelling, but it’s going to 
be exciting once we actually start 
peaking” 

The Hornets play their volley- 
ball in Division-I of the Northern 
California Collegiate Volleyball 
League, one of the most competi- 
tive leagues in the state, Dhillion 
said. 

The NCCVL consists of bigger 
schools such as Stanford, Fresno 
State and Cal; schools with an ad- 
vantage not only in recruiting, but 
size. 

“Sac State doesn’t get a lot of 
recognition, it’s not a big-name 
school,’ Steffens said. “If we won a 


‘title, it would bring more recogni- 


tion. We could get more players, 
better players with less recruiting 
because they would actually want 
to come play here.” 

Club sports do not receive the 


amount of funding other NCAA 
sports such as football or basket- 
ball receives. Each player pays 
$700 per season to be on the club 
and the money goes to uniforms, 
equipment and travel. The men’s 
club also does fundraisers and 
helps set up matches for the Sac 
State women’s volleyball team, 
which competes in NCAA play. 
The men’s volleyball club is not 
a part of the NCAA because there 
are few men’s volleyball teams in 
the NCAA Diy. I with 22 com- 
pared to 311 women’s teams. Title 
IX is also a reason why the Hornets 
do not compete in NCAA play. 
Title IX calls for equal opportu- 
nities for women as men on col- 
lege campuses. Schools receiving 
federal aid must give female sports 
an equal amount of money as male 
sports and on Sac State's campus; 
football receives a majority of 
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Sac State men’s tennis regroups with young, diverse squad 


By JosH STANLEY 
sports@statehornet.com 


After winning the Big Sky Conference 
championship for the ninth time Jast 
year, the Sacramento State men’s tennis 
team will look to defend its title - this 
time with seven new players. 

The Hornets are made up of 11 play- 
ers, four of them are returners from last 
year’s championship team and seven of 
them are either freshman, foreign or 
both. 

With players from Poland, Sweden, 
Belarus, Estonia, Mexico, England, In- 
dia and the United States, this year’s 
team has more players from overseas 
than any other team at Sac State. 

But not every player was sure the di- 
verse team would work. 

Freshman Sean Kolar said he was not 
sure how things were going to turn out, 

“At first Isthought it would be strange,’ 
Kolar said. “But the guys are all cool 
and I like them, which is something I 
didn't think would happen. I thought I 
wouldn't really get a long with them as 


muchyas Lde,-but it’s pretty,coak’y) you us 


Tworof the seven freshmansareired- 


i 


ERFORMANCTCE 





Courtesy or SEAN KoLar 


Freshman Sean Kolar returns a serve in a match against Weber State 
University. Kolar won the match (6-0, 6-1). 


shirting this year, but the other five all 
play in either singles, doubles or both in 
every match. 

Freshman Marek Marksoo, a native 
of Estonia, has been one of the biggest 
stars for the Hornets this year. He was 
named Big Sky Conference co-Player 
of the Week for ‘his play against Weber 
State University, Saint Mary’s College 


ia 
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and UC Davis on Feb. 18 and 19. 

Marksoo plays in both singles and 
doubles matches, but he has shined as 
the No. 5 singles player and is a team- 
best 5-1 and riding a four-game win- 
ning streak. 

Marksoo made the move to Sac- 

ramento in the fall and he said@it' was 
something planned for a while. 


“It’s a pretty big switch? Marksoo said. 
“I've had this idea for the last couple 
years. I didn’t know exactly what it was 
going to be like, but it’s a win-win situ- 
ation for me. I get to practice and play 
a lot of tennis and I get to study at the 
university as well. It's what I’ve always 
wanted to do” 

Marksoo said he believes having so 
many other people in the same boat as 
him helps. 

“It's a great experience because we 
are all in the same situation so we are 
all supportive of each other; Marksoo 
said. 

Junior Aliaksandr Malko made the 
move as well. 

Malko, a native of Belarus, moved to 
the U.S. three years ago when he joined 
the tennis team at South Carolina State 
University for the 2009-10 season. 

When he arrived in America, Malko 
said he could hardly speak English. 

“I was terrible; Malko said. “It was 
hard because the coach was American 
and the guys were international and 
didn't speak my language. I didn't know 
a lot. I was only studying English two 
or three years so my level:was so bad” 

Malko transferred to play at'Sac State 


last year and he has now established 
himself as the No. 1 singles player on 
the team and one of the captains. 

Malko said his English has improved 
since he has been in America, but he 
still speaks Russian when he is with 
Marksoo or Konikov. Malko even 
speaks some Polish when with fresh- 
man Roy Brandys, native of Poland. 

The other team captain, senior and 
Mexico-native Javier Millan, is in his 
second year with the Hornets. 

Millan said he has enjoyed being one 
of the two seniors on the team because 
he gets to mentor the young guys. 

“They're new so they do whatever you 
tell them to do, Millan said. “It’s easier 
sometimes. I tell them my experiences 
and what to do and what not to do” 

After nine of the 13 players from last 
year either graduated or are no longer 
part of the team, the program had to 
completely revamp the team. 

Millan said he believes this will help 
the freshman to be great because when 
they become seniors, they will be more 
experienced with three years together. 

“They are going to have more chem- 


istryand, it’s going to be a good team?” 


Millamsaid. 
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Garrity 


achieve a 


first for Sac State 


FILE PHOTO 


Freshman point guard Dylan Garrity led the Big Sky Con- 
ference in assists with 6.9 per game. 


Continued | page B3 


team, Hilliard is the first Hornet 
ever to be named Outstanding 
Freshman of the Year after av- 
eraging 8.7 points per game and 
being second in the Big Sky with 
4.9 assists per game. 

Hilliard said she was excited 
when she found out she won and 
called her. father first with the 
good news. 

“It's’ really exciting. I didn't 
know about it until they told me, 
so I was really shocked when 
they told» me, Hilliard said. 
“There has been a lot of changes 
since I’ve been here so I just want 
to continue on making history 
and putting more into the pro- 
gram? 

Hilliard is the seventh player 
in Sac State history to have 100 
assists in a single season and her 


141 is tied for sixth in school his- ° 


tory. 

Head coach Jamie Craighead 
said Hilliard winning the award 
could mean ‘a championship 
down the line for the Hornets. 


“Having the freshman of the 
year is a big deal? Craighead 
said. “A couple of the teams that, 
as you have freshman of the year 
and they get older, start to win 
championships with those types 
of kids, so we are really excited 
about that.” 

With Hilliard running the of- 
fense this year, the program has 
improved significantly. 

After going 4-25 (1-15) last 
season, the Hornets went 12-17 
(7-9) this year and have made 
the Big Sky tournament as the 
No. 6 seed. 

Craighead said having Hilliard 
doing so well early in her career 
is going to be a big help to con- 
tinue the program's improve- 
ment. 

“To Have a point guard that 
did what she did this year and 
to know that I have her com- 
ing back to run my system for 
three more years, it’s exciting,’ 
Craighead said. “We think that 
we have a lot to build on for this 
next year and she’ a big part of 
that.’ 
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Award: Hilliard and|Gymnasts: Women decided on playing 
for Sac State, scholarship big aspect 


Maya Frattini State Hornet 


All three women attended high school together and 
earned their associate’s degree from Clark College. 


Continued | page B3 


ing at other schools such as 
Seattle Pacific University, Texas 
Woman's University and UC 
Davis, but ultimately chose Sac 
State. 

“T liked the coaches, I liked the 
team, I liked the programs that 


they offer at the school and my 
best friends were going here,’ 
Smith said. 

Smith said her parents would 
have preferred her to go to the 
Air Force Academy because she 
would have a decent job that 
paid well. 

“They wanted me to be happy 
and could kind of see that I 


wasnt going to thrive in that 
situation,’ Smith said. 

The girls said their parents are 
happy to see them together and 
it is nice being with each other 
in college. 

They did not purposefully 
come to Sac State as a group, 
it happened one at a time. Mc- 
Cartney committed first and 
Wonderly got recruited second, 
which Smith said made her de- 
cision much easier. The three 
said community college not 
only put them ahead academi- 
cally, but also helped them grow 
as individuals. 

“Being part of “community 
college makes you mature and 
ready for college in that sense 
of having to balance things and 
knowing how to prioritize,’ 
Smith said. “People coming 
from high school just want to 
have fun when we know what 
limits we have, like “OK I can 
go do this, but I have to stay in 
and study the next day; and so 
we kind of know those sorts of 


Clubs: Men’s squad believes it 
can play with the ‘big boys’ 
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men’s sports money. 

Dhillon said this number is 
staggered simply because not 
enough people know about the 
sport: He also went on to say 
the Hornets’ club would love to 
compete in NCAA play, but it 
does not bother them. 

“There is just not enough 
men’s volleyball out there, itd be 
nice; Dhillon said. “But we're 
happy where it is.” 

The rules and regulations 
between the NCAA and club 
sports are the same for men’s 
volleyball; the differences are 
not in how the game is played, 
but the size of those playing. 
The Hornets are a small team 


across the board when com- 
pared to some of the top NCAA 
teams, but Steffens and Dhillon 
agreed they could play with the 
big boys. 

“They're pretty much 6-foot-5 
across the board in the NCAA, 
but it’s a very physical game, a 
fast game and its still similar,’ 
Dhillon said. “I think we could 
definitely hold our own against 
the Div. II or Div. II] NCAA 
schools out there and even hang 
with some of the Div. I schools” 

The Hornets get set to take 
on rival UC Davis on Friday 


at home and Fairchild said if 


they can show they are a good 
team at home then more people 
would want to come and be a 
part of what they are doing. 


But the Hornets know cham- 
pionships get the real recogni- 
tion and said if they can con- 
tinue to improve and bring one 
to Sac State, maybe that would 
get the ball rolling for other 
sports on campus to win also. 

“Winning a championship 
would be huge for the program 
because of all the high school 
talent in Sacramento that 
would maybe want to come 
play here,’ Dhillon said. “For 
the school, it would be nice to 
bring a couple of champion- 
ships back, even if it is just a 
club sport for now. Bringing a 
title would hopefully become 
contagious and inspire other 
programs to say Sac State can 
win championships too.’ 


boundaries.” 

Head coach Kim Hughes said 
they realize next to academics, 
gymnastics is the key reason 
why they came to Sac State. 

“There is not the emotional 
stress that some people have 
shown in the past and they 
tend to be able to handle almost 
any situation that is thrown at 
them,’ Hughes said. 

The coaches say they all are 
perfectionists and have the same 
outstanding work ethic. 

“When they were recruited 
we told them, “We recruited you 
for a reason and a freshman can 
make a difference,” Solorio said. 
“We expect you to make that 
difference; and they accepted. it 
and lived up to it?” 
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